SATISFACTION AND DISSATISFACTION
child is the same as the order in which they appear in the
race. The child is supposed to climb up his own ancestral
tree during his infancy and to pass in succession through a
series of phases, each of which was once the end or stopping
place and constituted, in some past epoch, the adult form.
In each of these stages different things bring satisfaction or
dissatisfaction.
The theory is formed by analogy with a similar hypothesis
in the province of anatomy and physiology. A common
animal in which this hypothesis appears to find a striding
verification is the frog, which, living quite apart from its
parents and independent of them, passes through the stages
of a unicellular animal, a multicellular animal, a fish (tadpole)
breathing in the water by means of external gills, a different
kind of fish possessing internal gills, and finally the air-
breathing frog with lungs. Many other bodily changes,
such as the absorption of the tail, accompany this meta-
morphosis, and it is very easy to imagine the animal stopping
at any one of these stages in an earlier epoch, and in that
stage developing sex organs and reproducing itself. This
imagination is rendered easier and more concrete by the
knowledge that other amphibious animals, somewhat
resembling frogs, do to-day sometimes, or even normally,
stop their development in a tadpole stage and become in
that stage sexually mature. Such an animal can sometimes
be accelerated in its progress, as in the case of a Mexican
example1 which only rarely proceeds to the air-breathing
stage, but can be induced to do so by being fed with thyroid
preparation.
This climbing up the ancestral tree, which can almost be
said to be directly observable in the case of the frog, also
occurs in a hidden manner in mammals. During the pre-
natal period, while still within the mother's body, the human
child, for instance, shows certain slits in "the region of the
1 Axolotl See Huxley and Hogben, Proc. Roy Soc. Load, 1922,
accni b, 36, and Jensen, Laufberger, Mane von Chauvm, etc.
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